A MUSICAL ESSAY ON THINGS TO COME

By Verna Kwiatkowski

This essay contains a selection of songs | have written on the topic of Heaven and things to
come. These are from the collection of over 500 scriptural and devotional songs that | have
written and used extensively, both personally and in my ministry.

I’m thinking of the songs as seeds. | have mixed them with brief commentary, hoping that a
good crop of hope, encouragement, peace and joy will grow up in you as you contemplate these
words. May God, the Source of Music, receive the glory.
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I had no problem choosing the song | wanted to be first in this essay! 1 Corinthians 2:9,10 tells
us that God has prepared for those who love him marvelous things that our human minds could
not possibly imagine. BUT the Holy Spirit, who understands the deep things of God, is able to
REVEAL to us what we cannot figure out on our own. While we are awaiting the time when our
eye will see and our ears will hear, let’s enjoy this time of anticipation. Something wonderful is

going to happen!
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While we are waiting, we have work to do. Here is a song, based on Matthew 6:19-21 that
speaks of living life on two levels: simultaneously going about our jobs and laying up treasure in
Heaven. | consider this to be a country-style song, with guitars and maybe an accordion used to
accompany the singing. What do you think?
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We who believe in our Lord Jesus Christ can face the future with confidence. Whether we do

so or not depends on 1) our knowledge of what is to come, as revealed in the Bible and 2) our
attitude toward these things, based partly on our personalities, but mostly on how much time we
spend thinking about them. | believe suitable tunes help to fix scriptural truths in our minds, and
from there, as we review them over and over again mentally, they make their way into our
hearts.

Here are the things to come that we need to think about, and that are the subjects of the
following songs:

— Death and our attitude toward it.

— The certainty that Jesus is going to return to the air some day to take his faith family home
to him. The believers alive when that happens will never experience death, but they WILL be
changed: their bodies will be turned into resurrection bodies. Meanwhile, the believers who have
died, and are returning with Jesus, will receive their resurrection bodies. Then TOGETHER we
will move to our heavenly home, where we will live forever. This event is commonly called the
rapture.

— Heaven, as not only a happy place, but a place where things happen!



Here, now, are the rest of the songs. | consider this next one, entitled The Ascension, to be the
first hymn | ever wrote. With its four part harmony, its four verses, and the Amen at the end, |

think it would fit right into any hymnal.

In fact, it was precisely because | could find no hymn in our church’s hymnal that mentioned the
ascension of Jesus that this one came to be written! | was so happy when the words that came
to me expanded to include OUR ascension! | used this hymn in several worship services.
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Next are two songs based on Philippians 1:21-26, where the apostle Paul compared his
thoughts about life on earth and life in Heaven. There was no doubt in his mind that to be with
Christ in Heaven was better BY FAR; it was pure gain for him! Yet staying on this earth would
benefit others by giving him opportunities to serve them. After quite a struggle, he became
content with the knowledge that he would remain on earth a while longer.

In both songs my words mingle with Paul’s, as | find his attitude appealing.
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Here are some words of encouragement for us to live by on the earth:
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On this page are three songs concerning the rapture. Do you like a mystery? In the first song, |
picture Paul dropping his voice as if to confide in us a secret too good for him to keep to himself.
His listeners are thrilled with the news! Since we don’t know when that day will come, we must
always be ready, for we are certain of this: the day WILL COME!
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Another hymn. The words are based on 1 Corinthians 15:51,52 and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18,
sung to the tune of “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus.”

Going Home

“Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed —
in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet” — 1 Corinthians 15:51,52
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| love the 15th chapter of 1 Corinthians, which ends with Paul’'s explanation of the defeat of
death.
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The final four songs are from the book of Revelation. The first three are musical settings for
some of the happy events that will take place in Heaven.
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When | told a friend | planned to put Revelation 22:20 last, he smiled and said, “I think someone
else had the same idea.” Then we both laughed. “Coming Soon” is one of the Scripture songs
that | used frequently in my ministry. Don’t you agree that it's a great way to end the Bible,
worship services — and this essay?

. , C ) !
Reue\a;\—v\%éz,zo (M) , oming Soon Veer na. Mae Kwiotmosk:
f G D G (o & DY

) T 1
= : =k : T
(S _': I d —~ =0 — > ]
U , " ] n
Je-sus Says Yes) I o Ccrm-rnj soon. l‘!’es, T am Com-ing  Sewm,
N & 2’ & o & 7\ an
VK23 N1
T o — -—©
A\ d AN
#- men. Came., hord — Je — sus. l“'feé,l Grm Cé’m-'-nj Soetn.

© November, 2008
Verna Kwiatkowski

10

www.vernakwiatkowski.com



